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THE VALLLY OF DEATH.

DR. MERRIAM TELLS WHAT GOVERAN-
MENT SURVEYORS SAW.

Death Tulley, the Terror of Wandering
Immigranta o Eastorn Californla and
Bouthwestarn Nevads, Dcsoribed by
One Who Iias Traveled There.

Dr. C. Hart Merriam, chie! of a govern-
ment biological survey which has been
working for zionths in Death valley, i% in
the city. Dr. Merriam basstudled clasely
the strange region of which so much kbas
been sald, and bo isthe first in the city
qualifled to apexk of the valley. IHe bhas
camped within the glare of its salt beds,
bas felt its intolerable heat and viewed its
splendid desolation, and bas faced its
scorching blasts of wind and red hot sand
that .rage between the towering black
mountaing which well the silent chasm.

Ho has becn in the midst of its death
dealing elements, has tasted of its pofsoned
wells, and has foreed his way over its
treachierous sands, aed over pround that
crumbled beneath the welght of man or
horse. He told the story of his adventures
to a reporter lust night.

*“The valley and its lowering black walla
of barren rock,” he said, *are weird and
strapgely sublime {5 their desolrtion. For
miles and miles the curious mountains
may be seen outlined against the clearsky.
From the top of Telescope deank, the high~
est of the Panamint or western rasge
whichk shats the valley in, one may look
down a dizzy biack precipice 12,000 feet to
the level of tho valley, as white as snow.

Stretching from the mountain's foot are
the glistening flelds of salt, Here and
there are running streams of salt and min-
eral waters. Todrink of them is todle.
The view is closed in by the gloomy cliffs
of the Funoral mountains, which form an
impenetrable barrier at the esst of the
the canyon. The scepe is one of violent con-
trasty of clarine whites and dead blacke.

WIIERE NATURT 1S AWFUL

“The valley is the most barren and tho
loweat of & series in eastern Califorzia and
spouthwestern Nevada. At a rough esti-
mate it is about 150 feet below the levei of
the sea. It runs generally north and
south, although its worst reglon turas to
the morthwest, This portion lLas been
pamed Mesguite valley.

“It is & region [ar worse then Death val-
ley proper. The valley may be compared
to the Grand canyon of the Colorado, Itis
rather an immense chasmn then a valley.
It is about 140 miler long, and 2t itx broad-
est part is only cighteen miles wide, In
sorme parts it {s no more than fftcen miles
in width.

“In this trightful place, baked and biis-
tered by the intolerable heat, holding with-
in itself innumerabie elements of death,
revealing strange aspects of natural deso-
lation, our party hus becn at work for
months.

“On either side of the valley, stretching
almost its entire length, is a raoge of
mountains, absolutely barren of animal
and vegetable life. The western range is
the Papamint, averaging in height about
9,000 fuet. The castern range is the Funer
al, a2 suzgestive and not unfit nvame. The
Funeral mouxtaing rise fully 7,000 feet
above the leve!l of the se:t.

“T'hesa maountains are black, with the ex-
ception of curious patches of red rock.
Away to the north is Mount Magruder.
Beyond in the distance rise the helghty of
the Sierras. Almost at the soathera limit
of the valley is Mount Ivanwatch. Behind !
it is the ‘Devil's Playground,’ a region of
absolute barrenness. l

“Dowa the valley a hot, suffocating wind
blows with terrific velocity. fn its course
through the stricken region it guthers a
black cloud of hot, shifting sand that hag
blinded many an nnwary norse and rider. :
Under the glisteniog beds of crystallized
salt in places are running streams of salt
water. Beneath these {3 still another bed
of salt. N

“In other parts of the valley are wastes :
of hot sand drawn in some places into high .
mounds by the whirling blasts that sweep
down the canyon. There, too, is the most *
curiouscarth [ have seen—self ralsing earth -
it has beea cuiled. As farastbeeyocan
see it appears in curving outline, up and -
down, 88 {f puffed by a naturcl yeast. The
unfortunate animal that steps upon the
little bills will erash through, for tkey are
not much more than fragile crusts.

“Still stranger i that section of the val-
ley which for want of a better name is }
called salt earth. Inoumerzble pinnacles, |
tapeTing to points as fine as neadles and
over a foot long, rise in close array from
the ground. Tbey areas hard asstone and
as dangerous as sharpeaed steel.  Beneath
and bidden by tham are pitfalls, 2 tumble
into which mezas a broken leg or arm.
Then, tco, are the rich fields of borax,
which bave lured many a maa to death,

“Dreadful as is Death valley, its north-
western urm,- Mesquite valley, is worse, !
All of the water upou ita surface is poison. |
The wind husy thrown tie sand into im
mense mouznls, oue of which is three miles
longz and 500 feet high. It wausin this va)-
ley that the immigrants lost their lives, :
Water may be obtuined only by digging
deep welly, and then it is none too purs.

PLANTS AND ANIMALS FOUXD.

“Our party, the bioiogical sirvey of the
United States government, has been in the
valley for months, The zeneral purpose of
thedeparyment of ngriculture, urder whica
we work, {s to collect facts relating to the
distribution of. species with variations of
temperature and humidity throughout the
United States, and particalarly in the
western part.. The results obtained will be
of the utmost value to agricalture, for they
will save millicas of dollars spent in ex-
perituent by farmers who wish to test the
capacity and character of their land.

“We kave found that in certain zones
certzin flora and fzuna fiourish. Each
zone has its peculiar specles which will not
flourish in otliers. These zones are beth
borizontal and vertical.

*The party chese the desolate region o
Death valley for its lubory, for from it and
not far distant can be traced the seven
zones we have established. The valley,
notwithetanding its barren elemexnts, has
many Dhases of life.

“It bas thivty or forty species of agimals
and fally as maay cf vegetable growth.
Notaiug, of course, will live on the salt or
borax bLottoms, but 6a the edges of there
districts various hardy plants thrive. In
the sand wastes are gobvlers, mice, bats
and many other animals and not a few
reptiles. .

“Many theories have been adranced to
account {or the formution of Death valley.
I think it quite probable tibat it was once
the sink of the Mojave river.

“Our trip has been an icteresting one.
Oneof my rides in traciog the course of the
snbsonoran zone, a regiaa similar to the
Mexicnp state of Sonora, was 1,70 miles in
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